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the other islands particularly the South Island of New
Zealand and Tasmania The main direction of the mountain
ranges in \ew Caledonia the gram of the country is the
same as that of the prevailing winds i e the south east
Trades As a consequence only the eastern and southern



FIG   101    EA.ST COAST   !\EW CALEDONIA
A typical view along the east coast of !New Caledonia Here in
contrast to the west coast the mountains drop almost straight to
the sea. Note the narrow coconut palm fr nged beach and the
fringing reef (shown by the line of surf) confronting the Coral
Sea.
parts of the island are "well watered and many parts of the
interior are, almost desert like A feature of the landscape
is the serrated appearance of the mountain ranges which
because of erosion by the vigorous streams appear to have
no definite system In contrast to most of the islands in the
sub-tropical areas New Caledonia is not heavily forested
Although great kaun forests do occur much of the surface
is grassland or covered with a light scrubby growth